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Invited 
Participants
Oversight Committee
• MDOT Enhancement Program
• MDOT Roadside Development Unit
• MDOT Southwest Region
• MDOT Regional Communications
• Michigan Dept. of Agriculture
• Travel Michigan

Steering Committee cont’d.
Townships
• Convis
• Marshall
• Marshall Township Planning 

Commission
• Fredonia
• Tekonsha
• Girard
• Coldwater
• Ovid
• Kinderhook

Cities
• Marshall Planning & Zoning
• City of Marshall Economic 

Development
• Coldwater Planning Dept.
• Coldwater Downtown Development 

Authority
• Village of Tekonsha

Other State/Federal Agencies
• Michigan State University Extension 
• USDA Natural Resource 

Conservation Service
• Potowatomi RC&D Council
• CMS Energy

Steering Committee
County Agencies
• Branch County Chamber of 

Commerce
• Branch County Conservation District
• Branch County MSU Extension
• Branch County Road Commission
• Branch County Tourism
• Calhoun County Community 

Development
• Calhoun County Conservation District
• Calhoun County MSU Extension
• Calhoun County Parks & Recreation
• Calhoun County Planning 

Commission
• Calhoun County Road Commission
• Calhoun County Visitor & Convention 

Bureau
• S.C. Michigan Planning Commission





Corridor Inventory









Vision Statement

“I-69 in Branch and Calhoun Counties serves as a 
major southern Michigan gateway where its 
communities and surrounding landscape introduce 
travelers to the scenic and natural qualities of th e 
region’s clear water, woods, and wetlands, and 
showcase the region’s agricultural heritage, 
recreational amenities, and valued quality of life. ”



� Develop an organizational team structure and method  
within which local units of government and MDOT 
can work together.

� Establish a process to work cooperatively with 
MDOT.

� Identify means and methods to positively influence 
development within the I-69 viewshed boundary.

� Identify long and short-term management strategies.

Goals



Management Recommendations

PS19

ES14

Preserve/enhance rich visual diversity and 
rural/natural character of the landscape north of      
I-94 to the Eaton County line.  Use rest area north  of 
MP40 to publicize Scenic Corridor Management.  
Plan and recognize supporting efforts within the 
community.
Strategies to Consider

� Landscape Enhancements

� Revised billboard policies

� Scenic Easements

� Sign Ordinances



Recommendations

Overlay District

Interchange Treatments

Billboard Design

Management Priorities

Within 
Right-of-

Way

Outside 
Right-of-
Way



Location
County/Township Topic In Out
Branch/Kinderhook Protect agricultural lands �

Ovid Use welcome center displays �
Ovid Use native plant material �
Ovid Enhance weigh station plantings �
Ovid Protect NB views of Coldwater �

Coldwater
Enhance Business-69, US-12 and 
Jonesville Road interchanges �

Coldwater Screen nearby industries � �

Coldwater Plan for billboard location � �
Calhoun/Tekonsha Protect/enhance views of Tekonsha � �

Calhoun/Tekonsha
Protect views of Coldwater and 
Klingaman Lake

�

Marshall
Improve B-9A/Michigan Avenue 
Interchange

� �

Marshall Enhance I-94/I-69 interchange �

�   Primary Action
�   Secondary Action

Right-of-Way

Priority Areas for Preservation/Enhancement:  I-69



Michigan Department of 
Transportation

Heritage Route Program

� Created by legislation in 1993

� A grass roots program

� Emphasizes cooperation between local residents, 
government, and interested groups

� Seeks to preserve Michigan roadsides with scenic, 
historic and/or recreational qualities



Advantages of 
Heritage Route Designation

� Creates Identity

� Promotes Awareness

� Fosters Collaboration

� Enhances Economic Growth

� Improves Funding Opportunity



Corridor Resources – Branch County

First Presbyterian Church Oak Grove Cemetery Tibbits O pera House

Silver Lake Capri Drive-In TheaterUS-12 Heritage Trail - Coldwater



Corridor Resources – Calhoun County

Calhoun County Fairgrounds City of Marshall 
Historic District

Bernard W. Baker Sanctuary

Marshall River Walk Honolulu HouseGovernor’s Mansion



Branch County
Branch County Conservation District 
Branch County Association of Realtors
Branch County Board of Commissioners
Branch County Economic
Branch County Planning Commission
Branch County Road Commission
City of Coldwater/Coldwater Downtown 

Development Authority
Coldwater Township
Girard Township
Kinderhook Township
Ovid Township

Calhoun County
Calhoun County Conservation District
Calhoun County Agriculture & Industrial Society
Calhoun County Board of Commissioners
Calhoun County Board of Park Trustees
Calhoun County Road Commission
Calhoun County Metropolitan Planning 

Commission
Calhoun Intermediate School District

Supporting Resolutions for Recreation 
Heritage Route Designation 

Calhoun County (cont’d)
Convis Township
Marshall City Council
City of Marshall Local Development Finance 

Authority
City of Marshall Planning Commission
Fredonia Township
Marshall Area Chamber of Commerce
Marshall Area Development Alliance
Marshall Business Association
Marshall Manufacturers Association
Marshall Township
Tekonsha Township
Village of Tekonsha

Other 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
Kellogg Community College
Michigan Department of Transportation, Marshall 

Transportation Service Center
Michigan State University Extension
State Representative Lorence Wenke



Current Activities

� Designation Ceremony

� Grant Applications

� Kestrel Boxes

� Logo/Brochure Design



Next Steps � Corridor Web Site

� Local Improvement Projects

� Promotion Plan for Corridor 
Resources



“Our view from the road is the basis 
for much of what we know about our 
everyday environment…”

Federal Highway Administration, 1981



We look forward to working with you to preserve, 
promote, and celebrate our local heritage on 
Michigan’s Road to Discovery!


